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PRESIDENCY CONCLUSIONS
Preliminaryremarks

The annual Conference of Speakers of EU Parliameats heldin the Portuguese
Assembly of the Repubji Lisbon, on 121 June 2008. The Speakers or their appointed
designatesfrom 37 parliamentary chambeyof the 27 Member Statesof the European
Union, and the European Parliamentas well asthe President of the European
Commission, the PrimBlinister of Portugal anda VicePresdent of the European
Parliament participated in the Conference. The Speaker$§ wvo of the candidate
countries were alspresent The Speaker of the Portuguese Parliament, Mr. Jaime Gama,
chaired the proceedings.

For the first time, the Speak&dSonference was dividedtmtwo parts. Thefirst part was
explicitly reserved to the Beakers from the Parliaments of the BA¢mber States and the
European Parliamentin order to allow the Speakers a direct exchange of views in an
informal environment The second part followd the traditional arrangements of the
Conference,in whichthe Sgakers debatd the presentations made on the different
items on the agenda: The process ofratification of the Treaty of LisbonThe
Strengthening of the Europeddonstruction newresponsibilities ohational parliaments

and partnershipwith the Europeant  N¥ A YSY G T 22YSyQa LI} NIAOA LJ
New functionalities of IPEX; Conclusions of the Working Groups -fratdiamentary
Cooperation and Assistance to new emerging democradi@sjlenges and priorities of
the European Agendand Conclusns and closing of the Conference.

Theinformal debate on the process ahtification of the Treaty of Lisbowas opened by
the Speaker of thé&ssembly of the Repub]itr. Jaime Gamavho allowed the Speakers
to debate the theme.

¢ KS (2 LIATOe Skeyigthénih& of the Europeafonstruction new responsibilities

of national parliaments and partnership with the European Parliangent gatidiiessed by

the following Keynote Speakers: the President of the Assembly of the Republic, Jaime
Gama,; the Presiderof the National Assembly of Slovenia, France Cukjati and the Vice
President of the European Parliamemilanuel dos Santos

Thesubject2 y2 1Y Sy Qa LJ NI A OA LlwasAnoducdd\byhd BresideatA OF £ A
of the Nationalrat of Austria, Barbara @nmer, and followed by the G&eynote

Speakers: the President of the Estonian Parliament, Ene Ergma; the President of the
HungarianNational Assembly, Katalin $ziand the President of the Dutch House of
Representatives, Gerdi Verbeet.
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The President ofthe Parliament of Denmark, Thor Pedersen, presented the new
functionalities of IPEX.

The subject related to theConclusions of the Working Grougsinter-Parliamentary
Cooperation and Assistance to new emerging democragiegas addressed byhe
Speakerof the Assembly of the Republic, Jaime GaFRuallowing this presentation, the
new Guidelines fointer-parliamentaryCooperation in the European Uniomere adopted
by consensus

The lastitem on the agenda dChallenges and priorities of the European AgeEndvas
presented bythe PrimeMinister of PortugalJosé Sdocrateshe President of the National
Assembly of France, Bernard Accqyand thePresident of the European Commission,
José Manuel Durdo Barroso.

The onclusions and closing of the Confererveere lead by the Speakeiof the Assembly
of the Republic, Jaime Gama

Conclusions of the Presidency

Regardinghe first part of the Conference informal meeting' ¢ the Speakers had the
opportunity tohold alively debateon the process ofatification of the Treaty of Lisbon

The first informal meeting between the Speakers from the Parliaments of the EU Member
States and the European Parliament allowed the Speakers to exchange views on the
process of ratification of the Treaty of Lisbon.

The Speakersxchanged their views, showing due respect for the outcome of the Irish
referendum, on the current situation regarding the process of ratification of the Treaty of
Lisbon, underlining the need for a common approach to the definition of the future of the
Euopean Union, as well as emphasizing the role of national parliaments on the
development of the relationship with the European Union and the citizens.

The Speakers recalled that the purpose of the Treaty of Lisbon is to help an enlarged
Union to act moreeffectively and more democratically. They noted that the parliaments

in 19 Member States have ratified the Treaty and that the ratification process continues
in other countries.

! This part of the meeting was reserved to the EU Speakers, following a 1+1 format, i.e., only one Speaker
and onestaff member (Secretai@eneral or an advisor).
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The Speakers considered that the results of this exergiaéormal meetingg were quite
substantive, providing them with the opportunity to express and directly exchange views
on the main topics of the current EU and global agendas.

The Strengthening of the Europea@onstruction new responsibilities of National
Parliaments aml partnership with the European Parliament

The Speakergielcomea strengthened role ohational parliamentsin EU affairs, both at
the EU and national leveivhich enables a reinforced involvement in the EU decision
making pocess, noting however, that it is up to national parliaments, alone and
collectively, to assure the full use of their rights order to meet the best interest of
citizens

Considering the Treatgf Lisbon «National Parliamentgontribute activelyto the good
functioning of the Uion» (Art. 12 TEU), ikencouragés] greater involvement oNational
Parliamentsin the activities of the lopeanUnion» (PRNP) and«enhancés] their ability
to express their viewsPRNP).

The new responsibilitie®f national parliamentsin the context of the Treatywere
presented as follow

1. Broader access to information;

2. Participation in EU Information/Communication/Notification procedures;

3. Participation in evahtion and controlmechanismge.g. Europol and Eurojust);

4. Monitoringthe princple of subsidiarity fie 8 weeks early warning mechanism);

5. Interparliamentary cooperation.

The recent developments concerningnational parliaments namely tle European

I 2YYA aaA 2 yioamechanlsny éf Ygkopasals tonational parliaments,not only
strengthen their role towards thdeuropen institutional culture but also provide an
opportunity to develop their owndomesticscrutiny systems on Europeanlegislative
and nonlegislative¢ proposals and, subsequently, to improtiee effectivenessof the
collaboration amongstnational parliaments ¢ mostly through IPEX, COSAC and the
Permanent Representatives of national parliaments in Brusgeis order to reach
common goals.

The Speakers encourage the European Casiomto carry onwith the process of
transmisson of the proposls and consultation papers toational parliaments and
welcome the efforts of the Commission respondto the reactions submitted bpational
parliaments(as a result of their scrutiny effofteind to takethem into accaunt in further
policy formulation
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The Speakersould welcomea moredirect involvement of Europen citizens in the EU
decisionmaking process, namely through their direct represetias in the national
parliaments and believehat the enhaned role of the European Parliament as a-co
legislator as foreseen by theTreaty of Lisbon, can also contribute to a greater
transparency and democratiegitimacy ofthe decisions taken at the EU level.

The Speakersliscussedthe proposal of the Speakeirfrom the Sbvenian and Italian
Parliamentsaimed at creatinga working groupon the implementation of the provisions
on the role ofnational parliaments laid down in th8reaty ofLisbon Snce COSA®as
already createch WG orma similarissue the Conference oSpe&ers shouldeflect on the
outcome of the COSAC WAihin the framework of the revised Hague Guidelines.

The Speakergaking into account the work of the COSAC \Whsider it appropriate to
start a joint reflection regarding the criteria and procedures the implementation of

the new powers vested in the national parliaments by the Treaty of Lisbon, so that they
can be implemented as soon as the progress with the process of ratification allows it.
Thus, they hope that it will be possible to establgsfruitful dialogue with the European
institutions on these matters.

The Speakers took note of the proposal of Bgeaker of thd-rench National Assembly
to promote, for the countries thatso wish, the anticipated implementation of the
provisions laid dan in the Treaty of Lisbon, which attributes new responsibilities to
national parliamenss, and invited the French Presidency to present a proposal on that
subject duringhe next EU Speakd®&onference, in Paris.

The Speakers call upon the trio of pidencies¢ French, Czech and Swedistio work
closely together in order to contribute to better working methods to develop the
cooperation between the pdiaments in the European Union.

The Speakerslso took note of the proposal of the Speaker from thH®ortuguese
Parliament on the idea of changing the periodicity of the Conference to a semester basis,
in order to follow therhythm of theEU Presidency.

22YSYyQa LI NGAOALI GA2Y AYy LRTAGAOLIET tATFS

When preparing theConference oSpeakerf the EU Parlianés, the Assemby of the
Republiccarried outa questionnaire devoted t@@ 2 YSyYy Q& LI NOA OALEIZGA2Y Ay
in order to assess the quantitative and the qualitative level of the participation ofemom

in political life in the EU ®mber Sates, in the European Parliamerindin the candidate
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countries during the last two legislaturesAll parliaments have answered the
guestionnaire.

The Speakers conclude thattfleough Europe isnternationallyin the vanguard in terms

of womemQ garticipationin political decisioAamaking, there is still plenty to be done. The
representation of women in leading political positions needs to be reinforced. Gender
equality should be pursuedh accordance witlthe policies outlined irthe EU road map,
backed by awarenegaising and a legal frameworlRaising awareness for gender
mainstreaming could contribute to a greater participation of women in political life.

The exchange of information initiatad this Conferencean serve as a usefalaluation
platform.

IPEX

The Speakers acknowledge and welcome the development of the IPEX website, during its
second year of implementation. The new featuresabling advanced search and
subscription as well asthe new IPEX brochures, containing information about the
database, irall the official languages of the Eafe especially welcome.

The Speakersbserve that a majority of th@ational parliaments regularly update their
national pages concerning the EU scrutiny carried out by Pasiiaments

In order to ensure that REX enhances its role as a tool for exchanging scrutiny
information even further, especiallyithin the framework of theTreaty ofLisbon- and
within the scope of the subsidiarity check and the application of the early warning
mechanism, the Speakers:

- Encouragenational parliaments to update their scrutiny information in real time,
mutually informing each other about their relevant scrutiny activities during the
eightweek period In addition, the Beakersencouragenational parliaments to
include summaass in English or Frencland other languagesof important
decisions, andn relation with the relevant internal scrutinyprocedures which
were followed;

- Ask the IPEX Board and the permanengresentatives ohational parliamentsin
Brusselstogether withthe COSAC Secretariat, to develop their cooperation and
dialogue in order to orgame best practices of ensuring the flow of information
especially with regards to the subsidiarity mechanisid downin the Treaty of
Lisbon
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- Invite the European Commissida promptly make availablefor publication on
IPEX:documents with the relevant metadatdhe date on which the period of
eight weekswill expire, aswell as reasoned opinions fromational parliaments
and the Commissidd responses to them

- Welcome theGerman Bundestag as a member of the IPEX BamaafSeptember
2008;

The Speakers thank the Parliaments of Denmark, Italy, Finland and Sweden for financing
the IPEX Information Officer until the end of 30@Gnd welcome the support of the
European Parlianté in providing all the necessary facilities for hosting dffecer.

The Speakers welcome the letters of intent already received trorty sixParliamenary
Chamber$ expressing their commitment to participate in the-financing of the IPEX
Information Officer and invite alational parliamentsto participate in the ceinancing
scheme of the Information Officer. The Speakers acknowledgethigascheme sbuld
enter into force in January 2009.

Inter-Parliamentary Cooperation

The Conference of Speers welcomes the work of the Working Group on Inter
parliamentary Cooperatignwhich has concludeds works onthe new version of the
Guidelines for InteParliamentary Cooperation in the European Uniadopting them, by
consensusThe new Guidelines ara more flexible, concise and permanent instrument
and reflect the recent developments of intparliamentary cooperation.

The new Guidelines also represenstrengtheningof the role ofnational parliaments as
well as an added value fdine inter-parliamentary cooperation effort in the EU, especially
taking into consideration thambational parliaments are the ultimate source of democratic
legitimacy. The Conference of Speakers suers that national parliaments should
reinforce their coordinatiorwhile maintainng their autonomy when discussing subjects

2 Austria (Lower and Upper House), Belgium (Lower and Upper House), Buldgayjprus the Czech
Republic (Lowerand UpperHouse), Denmark, Finland, France (Lower and Upper House), Germany (
Lower House), Greece, Hungary, Ireland (Lower and Upper House), Italye(Land Upper House),
Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Maltahe Netherlands (Lower House), Poland (Lower and Upper House),
Portugal, Romanig_ower and Upper House), Slovenia (Lower House), Slovakia, Spain (Lower and Upper
House) Swedeandthe UK (Lower ard Upper House)
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of common concern and that etablished cooperation schemes must be further
developed.

Assistance to parliaments of new and emerging democracies

The Speakers appreciate the effonsade and resultsachieved by the Portuguese
Presidency in pursuing the objective set out by @enference oSpeakers in Bratislava
concerning the improvement of cooperation of EU Parliamemis theParliaments of the
New and Emerging Democracies (NEDSs).

The Speakers wierline the need for better cooperation between the EU Parliaments and
the Commission on NEDs, particulasighin the framework of the initiatives managed by
the European Commission for providing assistanc@ddiamentsof new and emerging
democracies.

The Speakeravelcome the support from IPEX concerning the work on the SNED
assistance project,especially the publication of the survey containingational
parliamentgdata collection files on NERAssistance Programmes and Projects.

The Speakers suppor G KS Ff 6 SNYX GA2y 2F GKS yIFIYS 2F (GKS
t FNIAFYSY(d /22LSNF A2yEéED

The Portuguese iesidencywill inform the European Commission of the currestate of
progress on this matter and also request collaboration on the reciprocaatiolh and
provision of information particularly concerning thexchange of information with EU
parliamentson programmes, calls for tender amdquests for parliamentary assistance
submitted directly to thenational parliaments.

The Speakers recommerttiat the incoming Presiden¢ywith the support of the Task
Force:

- (ontinuesto explore with the European Commission the possibility to improve
the management and the involvement aftional parliamentsin the current
procedures and projects of assistancaded by the EU Budget;

- (ontinues updating the information of the national parliaments on their
«Parliament to Parliamentassistance activities;

- Takesappropriate measuresfor maintaining and extending the exchange of
information on this subject.






